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CHARITY COMMISSION, N

Ryper Streer, S.W.

7 September 1909.

County—Devon.

Place—Colyton.
52348

Charity Lands.
Sir,
Adverting to the previous correspondence in tRis case I

am to say‘ that Mr.' Phillimore’s report upon the charities of

Colyton has now received the careful consideration of the

Charity Commissioners, with the result that they would desire to

I introduce certain modifications into the administration of the
above mentioned Charity, which in their view would materially
reduce the ecxpenses of management and at the same time bring
the constitution of the governing body into closer harmony

| with the directions of the Founders and the tendency of

modern legislation.

In existing circumstances the administration is shared by
two bodies—the Feoffees and the Twenty Men—and it would appear

that in strictness the duties of the former are confined to

\ A. Edwards, Esq.,
f Colyton,

| Devon.
J

|

™
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holding the estates of the Charity and dealing with them as

the Twenty Men may direct. Nevertheless it has been necessary
that the numbers of the Feoffees, as holders of the legal estate,
should be maintained by a succession of deeds of appointment
and conveyance of the trust estate, which have involved
recurring expenses. The Commissioners would propose to obviate
these costs in future by vesting the legal estate in the Char-
ity property in the Official Trustee of Charity Lands, with

the result that while the Feoffees would cease to exist the
administration of the Charity would be conducted in the future
as in the past by the body of administering trustees known as

the Twenty Men.

As regards the conmstitution of the Body of Twenty Men
I am to point out that under the deeds of Foundation the
Twenty Men were nominated by the Parishioners, and also to
call attention to the policy of Parliament as to the introduc-
tion of a representative element into the administration of
parochial charities expressed in the provisions of the Local
Government Act, 1804. Taking these considerations into account
the Commissioners would suggest a Governing Body consisting
of Twenty Men of whom six should be representatives of the
Parish Council, six of the Board of Guardians, and eight should
be coopted as at present by the Twenty Men as a Body. They

would however propose that the change should be effected with

1585F_17_25b © Colyton Chamber of Feoffees 2019 Page 13 of 25
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every regard to existing interests, and that in the first

5 A who desire
instance all existing Feoffees and Twenity Men to retain office
A

\

and also the persons nominated. for appointment in 1907 should
be the first Twenty Men under the proposed Scheme, provisions
being inserted that a vacancy should not occur until- the

number should fall below 20 and that thenceforward the Parish

Council and Board of Guardians should fill alternate vacancies

¢
L T S S

until they had each received their full measure of representation.
The Commissioners are also disposed to think that the existing
methods of distribution of the benefits of the Charity might

be modified with advantage, but unless the Chamber should
express a contrary opinion ii would probably be convenient to

postpone this question until after the new body has been formed.

I am to ask you to be so good as to submit this letter

to the Chamber for their consideration and observations.

1 am, Sir,

Your obedient Servant,

A Sorny.
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